	Ebike wireless charging project    Minutes 27.10.17   (Skype meeting)

	Present Anne Thomas (Transition Black Isle
 Highland Cycle Campaign), Prith David (Electric Vehicle Wireless Power Charging) , Katie Walters (GP, Cairn medical practice and Cycling Without Age Inverness), Brian McKenzie (Highland Cycle Campaign), Fiona Johnstone (Cycling UK), 

Apologies Alison Macleod (Applecross Community Hydro), Martin Sherring (Transition Black Isle), Fiona McInally (Hitrans) Keith Masson (Carbon Clever, Highland Council ),Dan Jenkins, Sheila Wickens, Lizbeth Colie (Active Travel NHS Highland), Mick Heath Cycling UK Highland and Cycling Without Age Inverness, Simon Jolly, Home Energy Scotland
Other potential partners Dave Velocity UHI, North Coast 500, Sustrans, Ticket to Ride


	1) Welcome and brief introduction to participants
	Participants introduced themselves


	

	2) Introduction to project and funding- Prith
	Prith explained his company’s wireless charging system which has worked in the lab but now needs to go to field trials. Developed in response to need to shift people and goods from cars. Standard bikes not suitable for everyone but having to take a charger with you and finding somewhere like a café to ask for charging is a barrier for electric bikes on long journeys or as a shared facility. As charging network develops for cars, similar need for something which would work for electric bikes

Funding; Interreg Expression of interest by 17th November. 3 year funding. 1st year development. 60% of project costs. Time of volunteers would be counted as ‘equivalent contribution’ and electric bikes etc which partners bring to project can count towards balance needed but would need some match funding. 
	

	3) Cycling without Age Inverness
	Dr Katie Walters – Setting up an Inverness branch of this charity started in Denmark. 11 GP practices involved. Aim to take less mobile people out on rickshaw style e-trikes ridden by volunteers. First trike is on its way. Separate project aimed and encouraging cycling to health appointments and group cycle rides, including electric cycles starting from familiar ground of a GP practice and possibly staffed by health staff or retired health staff who patients already know and trust.

Difficulty of how to charge e-bikes and multiple users and this project would help.
	Katie Walters and Mick Heath keen to be involved in project

	4) Areas with renewable electricity
	Alison from Applecross Community Hydro could not join call due to technical difficulties but they are exploring ebikes as a way of using the surplus electricity they cannot export and also reducing the number of cars on narrow roads which has become a major problem with the popularity of the North Coast 500. There are other communities such as Drumnadrochit which might be in a similar position and also have access to community benefit funds from renewable energy.
	

	3) Are there other potential partners? 
	Ticket to Ride (local business leading cycling tours),  Highland Cycle Ability Centre (Cycling for disabled) North Coat 500, Velocity, Sustrans
Lands End to John o Groats
	Anne to contact these people in time for next meeting

	4) Action Plan
	Need a broad outline and rough idea of scope and costs in time for 17th November.
	All need to decide who are the most likely partners and realistic pilots and who should lead.

	5) Other meetings needed
	9-10am Fri 10/11/17, Skype or alternative
	Anne to organise

	6) Any other business
	1) Problems with number of bikes allowed on trains. Folding e-bikes might be useful to combine transport. 

2) Potential for routes such as Lands End to John o Groats and North Coat 500 to have wireless charging systems at regular intervals to allow people the reassurance that they will be able to charge their bike over the course of a long distance route. 

3) Challenge schemes in Switzerland where people are loaned an e-bike for a certain period on surrender of their car keys!

4) Local manufacturers preferred. Raleigh was a UK company but has been taken over by a Dutch company but still has some UK manufacturing. There are some smaller scale e-bike manufacturers in the UK. 

5) The funding requires more than one country is involved. Prith’s company is Swiss which meets that requirement. 
	Campaigning needed for more bike spaces

Anne to contact

Prith to provide information




